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(57) Abstract: A method of forming a wellbore casing that includes posi- 
tioning a first wellbore casing ( 14) wiihin and coupling to a borehole (10), 
positioning a second wellbore casing ( 1 6) wiihin the borehole thai overlaps 
with and is coupled lo the first wellbore casing (14), positioning a tubu- 
lar liner (18) wiihin the borehole thai overlaps with and is coupled to at a 
least a portion of the second wellbore casing (16). extending the length of 
the borehole ( 10), decoupling the liner (18) from the second casing (16) 
and removing the liner from the borehole, and positioning a third wellbore 
casing (20) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to the 
second wellbore casing (16). 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 
[received by the International Bureau on 20 July 2004 (20.07.04); 
claims 21 to 30 added] 

21. A method of foming a wellbore casing within a bonjiiole that traverses a subterranean 
famiation, coroprisiixg: 

positioning a tubular liner within the borehole; 

extendmg the length of the borehole; 

removing Ae tubular Hner from the borehole; 

positioning a wellbore casing within the borehole; 

coupling the wcltbore casing to the borehole. 



22. A method of fonning a wellbore casing wifliin a bQi[ehole that traverses a subtenaoean 
formation, comprising: 

positioning a first weilbore casing within and coupling the first wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

positioning a tubular liner within the borehole that Overlaps with and is coupled to at least a 

portion of the first wellbore casing; 
extending the length of the borehole; 

decoupling the tubular liner from the first wetlborcjcasing and removing ibt tabular liner from 
the boreholq and 

positioning a second weHbure casing within the bofchole that overlaps wilh and is coupled to 
the first wellbore casbig. 

23. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subterranean 
ibrmatioxi, compnsingi 

means for positioning a tubular liner within the bof'ehole; 
means for extending flxe length of the borehole; 
means for removing the tubular liner from the borehole; 
means for positioning a wellbore casing within th^ borehole; and 
means for coupling the wellbore casing to the borehole. 

24. A system for forming a wellbore casing within a ^ordiole ihat traverses a subteminean 
formation, conq>ri$ing: 

means for positicnung a first wellbore casing witl^n and coupling the first wellbore casmg to 
the borehole; 

means for positioning a tubular liner within fte borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to at 

least a portion of the first wellbore casing; 
means for extending the length of the borehole; 
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means for decoupling the tubular liner from the first wcllbore casing and removing the tubular 

liner firoro the borehole; and 
means for positioning a second wcllbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is 

coupled to the first wellbore casing. 

25. A method of forming a wellboie casing within a borehole fliat traverses a subtcnranean 
formation, comprising: 

positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling ^ (irst wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that Qver1a|)S with and is coupled to 

Ike first wdlboxe casing; 
preventing the scccmd wellbore casing from colhq>sing; 
extending the length of the borehole; and 

positicwing a third wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to the 
second wellbore casing. 

26. A method of forming a wellbore casing within a borehole that traverses a subtenranean 
foimationy comprising: 

preventing the borehole from collapsing; 
extending fb& length of the borehole; 
positioning a wellbore casing within the borehole;! and 
coupling the wellbore casing to the borehole. 

27. A meftiod of fbmiing a wcUborc casing wiQiin a borehole that traverses a subtenanean 
fiormation, comprising; 

positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling the first wellbore casing to the 
borehole; 

preventing the first wellbore casing from collapsmg; 
extending the length of the borehole; and 

positioning a second wellbore casing witfiin the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled to 
the first wellbore casing. 

28. A system for fonning a wellbore casing withm a borehob that traverses a subterranean 
formation, comprising: 

means for positioning a first wellbore casing within and coi^ling the first wellbore casing to 
the borehole; 
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means 6^* positicmnig a second ivellbure casing within the borehole that overlaps wift and is 

coupled to tbe first ^vreltbore casing; 
means for pteveniing the second wellbore casing from collapsing; 
means for extending the lengdi of the borehole; and 

means for po5iti<ming a flmd wellbore casing within the borehole lhat overlaps wifii and is 
coupled to the second weUbore casing. 

29. A system for fonmng a wellbore casing wtdiin a borehole that traverses a snbtenanean 
fimnation, comprising: 

means for preventing the borehole from coDapstng; 

means for extending the length of the borehole; 

means for positioning a wellbore casing within the borehole; and 

means for coupling ttie wcUborc casing to the bordiole. 

30. A system for fanning a wellbore casing wttfain a borehole that traverses a subtenanean 
&nnation» comprising: 

means for positioning a first wellbore casing within and coupling fte first wellbore casing to 
the borehole; 

means for preventing die first wellbore casing from collapsing; 

means for extending the length of tine borehole; and 
means for positioning a second wellbore casing within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to the first wellb<Ke casing. 
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(57) Abstract: A method of forming a wellbore casing that includes po- 
sitioning a first wellbore casing (14) within and coupling to a borehole 
(10), positioning a second wellbore casing (16) within the borehole that 
overlaps with and is coupled to the first wellbore casing (14), positioning 
a tubular liner (18) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to al a least a portion of the second wellbore casing (16), extending the 
length of the borehole (10), decoupling the liner ( 18) from the second cas- 
ing (16) and removing the liner from the borehole, and positioning a third 
wellbore casing (20) within the borehole that overlaps with and is coupled 
to the second wellbore casing (16). 
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